Volunteering Mum Become Business Entrepreneur
With three school aged children, Sophia Stefanos has done her fair share of volunteering on kinder and school fundraising committees. Volunteering brought on ideas. 
Selling junk food and raffle tickets was not only frustrating, but seemed in some ways counter productive.  “The conflict of interest was realised when I was selling chocolates to help fund the purchase sport and exercise equipment,” says Sophia.  Most great ideas develop from solutions to a problem. “How could we raise money in a way that the children benefitted not only from the funds we raised, but from the actually fundraising activity itself?” 
With background in teaching, Sophia then came up with the idea to incorporate literacy into a fundraising project by publishing children’s stories in a real book. By allowing every child within a school to publish their story this would create a personal interest in that book. The children would be proud of their own achievements and would be curious to read what their friends had written.  The first publication was for the school that her own children attended and she was witness to the buzz of children’s enthusiasm as the whole school worked toward a common goal. The response from parents, teachers and students was overwhelming and Sophia saw the marketing potential of the idea.  
In 2007 Sophia embarked on setting up Schoolyard Stories. “It’s a product I believe in and am truly proud of,” she says. “The aim is to get children excited about reading and writing while helping schools earn much needed funds and the book becomes a cherished keepsake.”
The big challenge was to create a streamlined process to make it as simple as possible for the volunteers and teachers.  Sophia teaching qualifications enabled her to design a publishing kit that allows teachers to simple fit the activity into their curriculum. Her experience on fundraising committees had given her the insight to create user friendly, adaptable documents and templates such as newsletter advertisements and permission forms for every possible scenario to keep volunteer time to a minimum. The books are professionally printed and bound and are individual to each school.  
In 2009 Sophia also saw the potential to publish cookbooks created by kids and families. With online templates, schools, clubs and Early Learning Centres can publish cookbooks with tried and tested family recipes and children can add illustrations. 
As a stay at home mum her number one priority will always be her family.  Sophia years of volunteer experience provided her with an idea. Her follow through, determination and hard work have turn that idea into a successful business. This product is one that produces a win, win situation for all involved.  Your school, club or ELC can find out more about how to publish with Schoolyard Stories by going to www.schoolyardstories.com.au or calling 03 9570 4536. 
