How do you get kids to open a book? 
Let them write it themselves.
In this age of computers, Wii, Xbox, PSP, DS, TV, DVD, etc. etc. etc,; how do you get a kid to read a book? The answer is to let them and their friends write it themselves. 

One Aussie mum has come up with a brilliant way to get kids excited about reading and writing. Schoolyard Stories is a simple idea. Every student within a school writes a story.  The stories are then compiled into a single volume and sold to the families at that school. Seeing their story published in a real book builds children’s confidence and they immediately want to share their stories with family and friends. There is also the curiosity to read what their friends and teachers have written. The book becomes a keepsake that children can read over and over again. The added bonus is that it can be run as a fundraiser as well.
Sophia Stefanos published their first book Imagine if… in 2007 at her own children’s school, and was witness to the buzz of children’s enthusiasm as the whole school worked towards a common goal. The response from parents, teachers and students was overwhelming. Even after four years her own children often revisit the stories from Imagine If….
In 2009 Sophia also saw the potential to publish cookbooks created by kids and families; the expectation being that kids could convince other kids to try new things to eat by sharing their favourite healthy meals.  The idea also lends itself to ownership of their published recipe and encourages kids to share in the mealtime decision making, food preparation and if you’re lucky, washing up; a real family affair.
For more information on how to get your school or club involved in this worthwhile publishing experience, go to www.schoolyardstories.com.au or call 03 9570 4536.
