Fundraising that Feeds the Mind
With childhood obesity on the rise, schools must do away with junk food. One area that is an easy fix is fundraising.  Schools could easily do away with junk food related fundraising activities and introduce more meaningful ways to raise money.  One Melbourne mum addressed this problem by coming up with a fantastic literacy based fundraising activity that is worthwhile on every level.

Schoolyard Stories is a new fundraising idea that not only benefits children by the money raised for the school, but from the actual activity itself. Every student within a school writes a story.  The stories are then compiled into a single volume and sold to the families at that school.  By allowing every child to become a published author this creates a personal interest in that book. The children are proud of their own achievements and are curious to read what their friends have written. The goal here is to get kids to open a book.

Sophia Stefanos first took this idea to her own kids’ school and was witness to the buzz of children’s enthusiasm as the whole school worked towards a common goal.  In 2007 she embarked on setting up Schoolyard Stories, a product that Sophia believes in and can be truly proud of.
Schoolyard Stories also publishes cookbooks with an aim to incorporate healthy tried and tested family recipes that kids can share with their friends.  The cookbooks become personalised as children are able to illustrate their own recipe page. 
For more information on how your school can be part of fundraising that feeds the mind, go to www.schoolyardstories.com.au or call 03 9570 4536.
