A Literacy Tool with a Difference
Students Become Published Authors

With an aim to get children excited about reading and writing, Schoolyard Stories publishes books created by students.   

The idea is simple and the benefits are numerous. Every student within a school writes a story.  The stories are then compiled into a single volume and sold to the families at that school.  It is generally run as a whole school activity but can also be run as a level activity depending on numbers.  Seeing their story published in a real book builds children’s confidence. There is also the curiosity to read what their friends and teachers have written and to show off their published work to family and friends; whatever it takes to get them to open a book. The book becomes a keepsake that children can read over and over again. 

Schoolyard Stories was created by a teacher and the publishing kit has been developed to take into account curriculum, time management and comes complete with activities and tips to get the creative juices flowing. Celebrated Australian Author (of over 20 books, including the popular year 7/8 text Dreamcatcher) Jen McVeity, has this to say about the activity, “With the goal of engaging children to write and have fun doing it, Schoolyard Stories is an excellent and very worthwhile idea.”

There are several ideas for book themes, story staters, chapters and sponsors on a user friendly website www.schoolyardstories.com.au . Your school can make the project a success by really building up the book launch or even incorporating it into celebrations such as a school anniversary, fete or book week.  
Schoolyard Stories provides the tools and structure to simplify the publishing process, but the actual content allows for individual creativity. With a great imagination, not even the sky is the limit. Your school, club or ELC can find out more about how to publish with Schoolyard Stories by going to www.schoolyardstories.com.au or calling 03 9570 4536. 
